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HONORING HEROES OF NORTH
CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD’S
145TH AIRLIFT WING

(Mr. MILLER of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
the lives of four North Carolinians:
Lieutenant Colonel Paul K. Mikeal of
Mooresville, Major Joseph M. McCor-
mack of Belmont, Major Ryan S. David
of Boone, and Senior Master Sergeant
Robert S. Cannon of Charlotte.

The four airmen of the North Caro-
lina National Guard’s 145th Airlift
Wing were supporting firefighting ef-
forts throughout the Rocky Mountains
when their aircraft crashed on July 1.
Their sacrifice reminds us of the self-
lessness of those who put their lives at
risk to protect our lives and property.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
the entire North Carolina National
Guard community. We are grateful for
their service and for their courage.

————

FARM FAMILY RECOGNITION

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker,
tomorrow the House Ag Committee
will vote on a farm bill that will give
producers across our country the cer-
tainty they need to continue producing
the safest, most abundant, and most
reliable source of food on the planet.
As the committee works to produce a
responsible farm bill that works for all
regions of the country, I would like to
recognize Farm Families in my home
State.

In my home State of Arkansas, farm-
ing is a family business. Young people
begin helping with chores on the farm
almost as soon as they can walk. In
many cases, generations of family
farmers work side by side cultivating
the land. Families take great pride
working together and continuing a tra-
dition of hard work.

Agriculture is the backbone of Ar-
kansas’ rural economy, and each year
the Arkansas Farm Bureau recognizes
families across Arkansas for their con-
tributions to our State. I congratulate
all the county Farm Family winners
across Arkansas on this achievement.
All Arkansans take great pride in our
State’s Farm Families that were recog-
nized this year.

Congratulations once again to all the
county Farm Families recognized by
the Arkansas Farm Bureau. I applaud
them for their commitment to agri-
culture and hope for their ongoing suc-
cess.

———————

SNAP CUTS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, tomor-
row the House Agriculture Committee
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will mark up the farm bill that will
devastate many of our children, sen-
iors, and veterans. This misguided bill
will cut $16 billion from the SNAP pro-
gram, a program that puts food on the
table for over 46 million Americans.

This debate isn’t just about the num-
bers; there is a human cost. If these
cuts are allowed to stand, 2 to 3 million
low-income individuals will lose SNAP
eligibility, and 280,000 children will
lose access to free school meals. These
are children who may have the only
meal provided to them in school, and it
will change their attitudes and their
behaviors in school. And 210,000 house-
holds in my State of California will re-
ceive reduced benefit levels.

In California, 6 million people rely on
SNAP, including 2 million children. In
my district, they suffer from the fourth
highest rate of food insecurity in the
Nation.

It is a moral responsibility that we
protect the SNAP program. We must
pass a responsible farm bill that in-
cludes no nutritional cuts.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VOICES
OF LEE

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of the
Voices of Lee for their outstanding per-
formance and representation of Lee
University. Lee University is located in
my current district within Bradley
County, Tennessee, and presently has a
little over 4,400 students enrolled in
their undergraduate program.

Under the direction of Mr. Danny
Murray, Voices of Lee has grown into a
nationally recognized singing group,
having released seven music albums
and several DVDs since their debut in
September of 1994. The group performs
a cappella around the country, and
their current schedule includes loca-
tions in North Carolina, Indiana, Flor-
ida, and many other States.

The energy and feeling placed in each
and every song is a talent that deserves
praise, as this talent is not easily
learned. I believe that anyone who lis-
tens to them cannot hear the music
without being moved.

Each student who receives the oppor-
tunity and honor of participating in
the Voices of Lee is put through gruel-
ing training and given demanding
work. However, the results of their
labor are not in vain, and I am pleased
to take this opportunity to commend
them for such dedication.

————

DON'T REPEAL AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Madam Speaker, I think
it’s worthwhile to remember why Con-
gress passed health care reform in the
first place. It’s because our system was
broken; it wasn’t working.
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But just this morning, Speaker BOEH-
NER said that we needed to repeal the
Affordable Care Act because we didn’t
need it because we had the best health
care system the world has ever seen.
Well, I don’t think that was true for 17
million children who were being denied
health insurance for preexisting condi-
tions. I don’t think that was true for
about 3.1 million young adults who
were denied coverage because they
were kicked off their parents’ insur-
ance plans. And I don’t think that was
true for 40 million Americans who
couldn’t get coverage and for every
family threatened with losing their
coverage because of rising costs.

If we need to tweak the law, let’s
work together to fix it, but let’s not re-
peal it. I think that would be bad for
our health.

————
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF ARMY MAJOR PAUL C. VOELKE

(Ms. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HAYWORTH. Madam Speaker, 1
rise this morning to honor the life and
service of Army Major Paul C. Voelke.
Major Voelke died on June 22, 2012, in
Balkh province, Afghanistan, sup-
porting Operation Enduring Freedom.
This was his second deployment to Af-
ghanistan, and had also served two
tours in Iraq.

Major Voelke was in the Army for 14
years and during that time he was
awarded a Bronze Star, which is given
for bravery or meritorious acts or serv-
ice, and a Purple Heart, given for inju-
ries received in combat.

I was privileged last Friday to join
the major’s family, friends, colleagues,
and neighbors at the funeral service. It
was held on the grounds of his alma
mater, the United States Military
Academy at West Point. Major Voelke
was a native of the Hudson Valley, and
he spent his career in service to our
Nation, and he died defending its free-
doms.

His wife, Traci, movingly described
his perseverance and dedication, and I
know that Major Voelke’s life will con-
tinue to inspire all of those who knew
him and served with him.

——————

NO CUTS TO FOOD STAMPS IN THE
FARM BILL

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, as the founder and cochair of
the Out of Poverty Caucus, this morn-
ing many of us stood with advocates
and faith leaders to say in one voice:
no cuts to food stamps in the farm bill.

Food stamps provided that critical
bridge over troubled waters for me and
my family when I was a young mother,
and I thank our government and the
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